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Student Government 
Association President Ruby de 
la Fuente was outmaneuvered in 
a bid for power Thursday, when 
David Polin was voted in as vice 
president of administration and 
Graduate Senator John Froozan 
was left without a seat.
In an apparent agreement with 
senators, De la Fuente nominated 
Polin, the senate’s vice president 
of policy and procedure, for the 
higher post, allowing Froozan to 
succeed Polin.
Froozan resigned as graduate 
senator, but was surprised by 
a motion from Vice President 
of Public Relations Nathaniel 
Garcia.
 “I would like to table all further 
appointments in this meeting to 
next meeting, because I feel as 
though it is my duty to get to know 
all further people that are going to 
be appointed,” Garcia said.
Vice President of Accounting 
and Financing Luis Buentello 
seconded the motion, which 
passed 3-0.
 De la Fuente reminded Garcia 
of his limited power to interview 
the nominees and clarified that it 
was her job to do that. She also 
claimed that Garcia and Buentello 
had not fulfilled their promises to 
her.
Garcia replied that he “did not 
promise to appoint” Froozan.
“I took an oath, just like you, to 
protect this constitution and I need 
to know each person before they 
get my vote,” he said.
Students waiting to be 
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Freshman Ismael Figueredo (center) comes up for air Wednesday during the pie-eating contest, a part of Welcome Week activities. Also shown (from left) are freshman computer 
information systems major James Unwin, freshman environmental science major Josh Law and sophomore business administration major Jose Rebollo. Law won the contest and 
received a lawn chair.
Karim A. Meijer, the newly 
appointed student regent on the 
University of Texas System board 
of regents, will visit UTB/TSC 
on Wednesday.
Meijer, who was named to 
the board by Gov. Rick Perry, is a 
medical student at the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical 
School at Dallas. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree in finance 
with a minor in Spanish from the 
University of Texas at Austin.
Meijer, who is studying to 
become an orthopedic surgeon, 
will visit all 15 campuses in 
the UT System. He will be at 
UTB/TSC from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. His schedule includes a 
tour of campus, a meeting with 
students and the university’s 
Executive Council, and a 
luncheon in the Student Union’s 
Salon Bougainvillea at 11:30 
Student 
r e g e n t 




• See ‘Regent’ Page 5
Blitzkrieg in the SGA
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
SGA President Ruby de la Fuente shows 
her frustration at Thursday’s meeting.
luciana moraleS/collegian
• See ‘SGA’ Page 10
The Texas Southmost College 
District board of trustees has 
adopted an effective tax rate of 
.161924 cents per $100 valuation 
for the 2010 fiscal year.
Board Vice Chairman Eduardo 
Campirano said he was glad there 
was not a tax increase because of 
the economic downturn.
“I’m glad we are in a position 
of not raising taxes,” Campirano 
said during Thursday’s board 
meeting. “It is not a good time to 
be talking about raising anything, 
so the fact that we were essentially 
able to adopt the effective tax rate 
means that there will be virtually 
no impact to the taxpayers.”
Every year, the board must 
adopt an ad valorem tax rate for 




• See ‘Tax’ Page 9
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Following are among 
the incidents reported by 
Campus Police between 
June 4 and Aug. 17.
At 10:20 p.m. June 4, a Campus 
Police officer advised a male and 
female lying down in the back of 
a Chevrolet Cavalier to leave the 
premises.
At 9:41 a.m. June 6, a Ford 
Focus was pulled over for making 
an unsafe change of lanes. The 
driver admitted to drinking a 24-
ounce of beer before operating the 
vehicle. The driver was released 
to the custody of a relative.
At 4:50 p.m. June 8, a woman 
in a wheelchair was reported 
for screaming obscenities in the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library. She was asked to leave 
the area.
At 1 p.m. June 11, a Ford 
Explorer was pulled over for 
reckless driving on Mexico 
Boulevard. The Campus Police 
officer ran a record check of 
the driver, who did not have a 
driver’s license. The records 
showed the driver had an arrest 
warrant from Refugio County and 
was immediately transported to 
the Carrizales-Rucker Detention 
Center.
At 3 p.m. June 16, a Campus 
Police officer lost the key to the 
golf cart he was operating while 
opening an office for a staff 
member. He was assisted by a 
guard in pushing the golf cart 
from Eidman Hall to the Newman 
Center. 
At 1:30 p.m. June 17, a staff 
member reported two teenagers 
inserting money to a vending 
machine in SET-B and retrieving 
more money from the return coin 
slot. He said he heard one of the 
teenagers say, “Man, you are 
getting rich.”
At 11:35 p.m. June 18, U.S. 
Border Patrol agents contacted 
Campus Police about an 
intoxicated man on the corner of 
University Boulevard and Jackson 
Street. The man was transported 
to the Cameron County Adult 
Detention Center.
At 6:47 a.m. June 19, a man 
was issued a criminal trespass 
warning for sleeping on the 
Cardenas Hall South Lawn.
At 8:35 p.m. the same day, two 
men who were under U.S. Border 
Patrol custody for crossing the 
Rio Grande claimed to have 
been assaulted in Matamoros, 
Tamaulipas, by the “Zetas.” They 
were taken to receive medical 
assistance.
At 6:36 p.m. June 26, an 
intoxicated, shirtless man was 
issued a criminal trespass warning 
for drinking water in Tandy Hall.
At 8:52 p.m. June 27, 
two juveniles were taken to 
Campus Police headquarters for 
swimming in The Village at Fort 
Brown pool.
At 2:20 p.m. July 6, a Campus 
Police officer responded to a 
phone call about possible public 
lewdness in a vehicle parked in 
Lot Q. The officer approached a 
Ford Contour and noticed furtive 
movements inside the vehicle. He 
notified the two students inside 
the car of the complaint. The 
couple then left the parking lot.
At 7:45 p.m. the same day, a 
toddler was left unattended in the 
Education and Business Complex 
women’s restroom. The mother 
was later found and the child was 
returned to her.
At 2:21 p.m. July 22, two 
females were arguing in the 
Endowment Courtyard. One 
of the women said she called a 
woman in a Chrysler Town & 
County a b---- for making a U-
turn at 21st and Jackson streets 
and almost running over her. 
The driver of the vehicle said the 
other woman threw a rock at her 
window, called her a b---- and 
followed her to the Endowment 
Courtyard screaming at her.
At 1:03 p.m. Aug. 5, a student 
reported coming out of the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library with his brother and being 
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Sigma Psi Delta Sorority and Mu Alpha Fraternity will co-host two 
“Greek Days” and a final “Meet the Greeks” event in the Student Union. 
The “Greek Days” will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday 
and from noon to 2 p.m. Wednesday. Free candy and information 
regarding the Greek system will be distributed and students will have 
the opportunity to sign up for a fraternity or sorority. A question-and-
answer session for the “Meet the Greeks” event will take place from 7-9 
p.m. Thursday in the Student Union’s Salon Gardenia. 
--Compiled by Caro Zavala, if you would like your organization or 
department news published in the Collegian’s Brief Section, call Caro 
Zavala at 882-5143 or send her an email at collegian@utb.edu.
B r i e f s
S c h o l a r s h i p s
The Professional Nursing Scholarship is available to any Texas 
resident accepted or enrolled at least on half-time status in the master of 
science or bachelor of science nursing programs at UTB/TSC. Applicants 
must meet Selective Service requirements, show financial need and be 
in good standing with the university’s Satisfactory Academic Progress 
policy. The deadline to apply is Friday. For more information and an 
application, visit the Financial Assistance Office in Tandy Hall 205, the 
Nursing Department in Life and Health Sciences 2.720 or go online to 
www.utb.edu/em/fa/Pages/FAScholarshipsLatest.aspx.
The Vocational Nursing Scholarship is available to Texas residents 
accepted or enrolled on at least half-time status in the Vocational 
Nursing Program (LVN) at UTB/TSC. Applicants must meet Selective 
Service requirements, show financial need and be in good standing with 
the university’s Satisfactory Academic Progress policy. The deadline 
to apply is Friday. For more information and an application, visit the 
Financial Assistance Office in Tandy Hall 205, the Nursing Department 
in Life and Health Sciences 2.720 or go online to www.utb.edu/em/fa/
Pages/FAScholarshipsLatest.aspx.
The Atlas Shrugged Essay Contest is available for entrants who 
are enrolled full time in a college degree program at the time of entry. 
The essay must be no fewer than 1,000 and no more than 1,200 words 
in length and must be typewritten and double-spaced. Essays must be 
solely the work of the entrant. The deadline to enter is Sept. 17.  For 
additional information, visit www.aynrand.org/site/PageServer?pagena
me=education_contests_atlas.
The Education Matters & Shout It Out Scholarship is available to 
any legal U.S. resident, age 13 or older, who will be enrolled no later 
than the fall of 2014 in an accredited post-secondary institution of higher 
education. The applicant must complete an online scholarship search 
profile at ScholarshipExperts.com, as well as submit an online written 
response of 250 words or less for the scholarship topic. The deadline to 
apply is Sept. 30. For more information, visit www.scholarshipexperts.
com/apply.htx. 
The Xerox Scholarship is available to any U.S. citizen or visa-
holding permanent resident student of African American, Asian, 
Pacific Island, Native American, Native Alaskan or Hispanic descent. 
Applicants must have a grade-point average of 3.0 or higher and be 
enrolled as a full-time undergraduate or graduate student in any of the 
following technical fields: chemistry, computing and software systems, 
material science, printing management service, laser optics, physics, 
material science or engineering. The postmark deadline is Sept. 30. 
For additional information and application, visit: www.xerox.com/
go/xrx//template/009.jsp?view=Feature&Xcntry=USA&pXlang=en_
US&ed_name=Careers_Technical_Scholarship.
The AES Engineers Scholarship has a $500 scholarship available 
for high school seniors and all students attending a post-secondary 
educational facility. Applicants must submit an essay of no more than 
1,000 words in answer to one of the two questions provided by the 
scholarship committee. The deadline to apply is Oct. 6. For more 
information, visit www.aesenengineers.com/scholarships.htm.
The American Association on Health and Disability Scholarship 
is available to high school graduates who have a documented disability 
and provided documentation of their disability. The applicant must be 
a U.S. citizen or legal resident living in the United States and enrolled 
in, or accepted by, an accredited U.S. four-year university or graduate 
school on a full-time basis. Preference will be given to students majoring 
in public health, disability studies, health promotion or a field related to 
disability and health. The postmark deadline is Oct. 15.  For more 
information, call Robert Carlin, AAHD executive director, at (301) 545-
6140, Ext. 206. Applications are available online at www.utb/edu/em/
fa/Pages/FAScholarshipsLatest.aspx.
The Voice of Democracy Audio Essay Competition awards up to 
$30,000 to students who voice their opinion in a three-to-five-minute 
essay based on an annual theme in the scope of patriotism. Applicants 
must be younger than 20 years of age and may not be foreign exchange 
students. The deadline to apply is Nov. 1. For more information, visit 
www.vfw.org/index.cfm?fa=cmty.leveld&did=150. 
The Top Ten List Scholarship will award five scholarships of $1,000 
each. Applicants must be age 13 or older and be legal residents of the 
United States as well as be enrolled (or no later than Fall 2014) in an 
accredited post-secondary institution of higher education. Additionally, 
applicants must submit an online written response (250 words or less) 
for the scholarship topic. The deadline to apply is Dec. 31. For more 
information, visit www.scholarshipexperts.com/apply.htx.
The Gates Millennium Scholars award is available to any citizen/
legal permanent resident or nationals of the United States who are 
African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian and Pacific 
Islander American or Hispanic American who have attained a cumulative 
grade-point average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale. The applicant must meet the 
federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria and have all three nominee forms 
submitted by the deadline. Other requirements include that the applicant 
will enroll for the first time at a U.S.-accredited college or university as a 
full-time, degree-seeking, first-year student in Fall 2010. The deadline 
to apply is Jan. 11, 2010. For more information, visit www.gmsp.org/. 
--Compiled by Caro Zavala
P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
• See ‘Police’ Page 5
the upcoming fiscal year. On Aug. 24, 
the board conducted a special meeting to 
discuss proposed rates.
Vice President for Partnership Affairs 
David Pearson explained that about 85 
percent of the operating budget of the 
district is funded by tax revenues, which 
provide funding for scholarships, capital 
improvements, deferred maintenance, 
insurance and for administration.
Melba Sanchez, assistant vice president 
for finance, said ad valorem taxes fund 







--Institutional Advancement (partnership 
budget/grant writers), $533,649
--Library (partnership budget), 
$250,000
--TSC operating expenses, $1,655,158
Sanchez presented the board with three 
tax rates: the current, which is 16.10 cents 
per $100 valuation; the effective tax rate, 
which is .161924 cents and would raise the 
same amount of dollars as the 2008 rate; 
and the rollback rate, which is .173060 
cents and would generate 8 percent more 
in revenue than the 2008 rate.
She gave two examples showing the 
effect of the tax rates on homes valued at 
$88,500 and $100,000.
“On the $88,500 home, the tax bill 
would be $142.56 for the district,” Sanchez 
said. “The effective rate would increase 
the tax bill by approximately 74 cents, to 
$143.30. If the current rate is adopted, and 
the taxpayer’s assessed valuation does not 
change, their tax bill would stay the same.
“On the $100,000 home, the 2008 bill 
would be approximately $161.09. The 
effective rate would increase the bill by 
approximately 83 cents, and the rollback 
rate would increase the bill by about 
$10.60.”
She then explained the effect of the tax 
rates on the TSC district budget.
“Adopting the effective tax rate would 
mean that as compared to the current tax 
rate, there would be a slight increase of 
the budget,” Sanchez said. “But when 
the 0.1610 percent of current tax rate is 
compared to the effective rate of 0.1619, in 
the end it will still round off to 16 cents.”
She recommended that the board adopt 
the effective tax rate so that the district 
would have the same amount of revenue as 
it did for the Fiscal Year 2009.
Trustee Roberto Robles made a motion 
to adopt the current tax rate, but the 
motion died for lack of a second. Soon 
after, Chairman David Oliveira asked 
for a motion to adopt the effective rate. 
Campirano made the motion, which was 
followed by additional discussion of the 
matter.
After the discussion, Oliveira reopened 
the Campirano’s pending motion, which no 
one seconded. As a result of both motions 
dying, a lack of consensus was apparent in 
the boardroom.
Trustee Chester Gonzalez proposed a 
five-minute recess, because it appeared 
some board members were still a bit 
confused about the rates. Oliveira agreed 
to the break, during which they discussed 
the rates among themselves. 
“Some of us have been on the board for 
16, 20 years, we deal with these rates every 
year,” Oliveira said after the break. “It’s a 
difficult issue to struggle with. I don’t want 
anyone thinking that we haven’t studied 
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Tax
Continued from page 1
The Brownsville City Commission 
will conduct a second public hearing on 
a proposed property tax increase at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday on the second floor of City Hall.
The proposed 2009 ad valorem tax rate 
is .674189 cents per $100 valuation, which 
would be an increase of 2 cents, or 3.64 
percent, over the 2008 tax rate of .654189 
per $100.
City officials say a property tax hike is 
needed because the recession has caused a 
decline in the city’s sales tax revenue.
At the first public hearing, held last 
Tuesday, Brownsville resident Dagoberto 
Barrera voiced his opposition to the 
proposed tax rate.
“If you don’t put pressure on the city 
commission, whoever does the budget and 
the accountants and so forth, they’ll never 
find ways to reduce,” Barrera said. “You 
got to be a little tough, you got to be a little 
rough.” 
Mayor Pat Ahumada said a tax increase 
is necessary to keep the city running.
“We have to make some tough decisions 
and raising [the taxes] is not something that 
we want to do, but it’s something that we 
have an obligation, to provide the services 
that you expect from us to keep this city 
running,” Ahumada said. 
District 2 Commissioner Charlie 
Atkinson explained what the increase 
would do for the city and the individual 
taxpayer.
“I tried to figure out what those 2 cents 
does and if you own a house of $100,000, 
it’ll come up to $16 a year,” Atkinson said. 
“You are going to have to pay an extra $16 
throughout the whole year.” 
Barrera was not convinced.
“But $16 on the city, $16 at the college, 
$16 at the port, it amounts to more money,” 
he said. 
Also speaking against the planned 
tax hike were Fernando Ruiz, Alejandro 
Resendiz and Roman Perez.  
“Remember that we are not your piggy 
bank,” Barrera said. “We are in a recession, 
too.”
If the commission approves the increase, 
the tax rate will generate $20,035,355 for 
the general fund and $13,400,579 for the 
debt service fund.
In a memo dated Aug. 14, Deputy City 
Manager and Chief Financial Officer Pete 
Gonzalez told the commission and City 
Manager Charlie Cabler that it is “extremely 
important that the City Commission 
authorize the tax rate of .674189 cents. 
Any reduction to the proposed tax will 
have a negative financial impact on the 
general fund.”
Gonzalez states the city’s sales tax 
revenue has decreased by $2,040,000, or 
7.83 percent.
“Because of the current economic 
downturn in our economy caused by the 
current recession, the overall revenue 
budget between Fiscal Year 2009 and 
2010 has declined by $2,358,317, or 2.68 
percent,” the memo states.
Revenues plus interfund transfers totaled 
$88,034,490 in FY 2009, compared with a 
projected $85,676,173 for FY 2010.
The proposed expenditures budget 
for 2010 is $86,635,237, compared with 
$94,554,506 for FY 2009, a decrease of 
$7,919,269.
Because of the budget revenue shortfall, 
Gonzalez states in the memo, non-collecting 
bargaining city employees will not receive 
a cost of living adjustment, marking the 
third consecutive year in which they do not 
receive the adjustment.
As of now, the general fund budget is 
balanced with a beginning surplus of about 
$12,063,300, he noted.
2nd hearing on city tax hike Tuesday
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Resident Dagoberto Barrera speaks against a 
proposal to raise property taxes during Tuesday 
night’s meeting of the Brownsville City Commission.
Lewis OsOriO/COLLegian 
rene CardOna/COLLegian
Texas Southmost College District board of trustees chairman David Oliveira (left) gestures as he and trustees 
Rosemary Breedlove (from left), Rene Torres and Eduardo Campirano take a recess during the Aug. 24 
hearing on the proposed tax rate.
UT Retirement Plan Advisor
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with, and securities and investment 
advisory services offered through InterSecurities, Inc. Member 
FINRA, SIPC and registered investment advisor.
LD 3916-08/07
• See ‘Tax’ Page 14
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is that they 
pay for all 
my classes; 
the bad part 
is, is that it 
is coming in 
late with no 
reason. Why? … I 
actually had to do an installment 




“That it can be 
a lot quicker. 
… I have 
to borrow 





S o p h o m o r e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
major 




the lines are 
always so 
long.”
C y t l a l i 
Salazar
S o p h o m o r e 
nursing major
 “I would make 
it faster, ’cause 
whenever you 
apply for it, 
it just takes 
forever to 
get to you.”
J u a n 
Rodriguez
Freshman 
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson








In response to the defamatory assertion 
made by a fellow SGA peer in last week’s 
Collegian article titled “SGA battles over VP 
appointment”:
Graduate Senator John Froozan was quoted, 
“They don’t like the administration, they 
don’t like Dr. [Juliet V.] Garcia, and they will 
try to bring them down for their own greedy 
purposes,” when asked what he thought of 
me and Luis Buentello, VP of accounting and 
finance.
I would like my fellow Scorpions to know 
that I find Senator Froozan’s statement false 
and malicious.  I don’t know Dr. Garcia well 
enough to say whether I like her or not, nor do 
I have a beef with any member or department 
of the administration. To suggest otherwise is 
wrong.  What I find to be most offensive is 
Froozan’s assertion that I have no intention of 
serving the students of UTB/TSC, but that I 
am in SGA for my own “greedy purposes.”
Robert Greenleaf’s concept of servant-
leadership is what I am about: “In order to 
lead, one must first serve.” If sometimes 
it seems that my views clash with some of 
my colleagues in student government it is 
because they sometimes forget that we are 
here to serve the students of UTB/TSC and 
not the administration. The administration 
serves at the direction of the board of trustees, 
which in turn is elected by the voting public 
to be good stewards of taxpayer funds, and 
make decisions that will help accomplish the 
mission of UTB/TSC to provide accessible, 
affordable, post-secondary education of high 
quality.  So, in the end, the board of trustees 
and the administration are also there to serve 
the students, but they sometimes forget. The 
administration sometimes thinks the students 
are there to serve their needs and as long as 
I have a voice I will be here to remind them 
who they work for. 
Since age 18, I have always participated 
in some form of community service. I first 
got involved with the West Brownsville 
Lions Club, where shortly after I was elected 
secretary.  After the Lions Club, at age 22, I was 
nominated and appointed by the Brownsville 
City Commission to serve on the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, where I proudly served 
the entire community as secretary and later 
vice chairman.   
In February, I was appointed to the position 
of senator for the College of Liberal Arts, and 
currently serve you, the students, as VP of 
policy and procedure. If anyone can prove that 
I have “greedy intentions” or that my intention 
is anything other than to serve the students of 
UTB/TSC, I ask that said proof be brought 
forth and I will immediately resign from any 
position.
Defamation, while not criminal, can 
carry civil penalties, and is abusive and 
deconstructive.  I do not ask for, nor expect 
an apology; rather, my intention is only to 
make students aware of defamation, to clear 
my name of any false accusations, and to state 
my true purpose: to serve you, the students of 
UTB/TSC.
David Polin 
SGA Vice President of Policy and Procedure
Corrections
In the Aug. 24 issue of The 
Collegian:
The first name of Mikhail M. 
Bouniaev, dean of the College 
of Science, Mathematics and 
Technology, was misspelled in 
a caption;
The Web address for the 
UTB/TSC Toastmasters noted 
in the Club Spotlight was 
incorrect. In fact, the address 
is http://orange.utb.edu/
toastmasters.
P o l i t i c s 
WASHINGTON (AP)--Over nearly a half-
century, Ted Kennedy watched his beloved 
Senate change from a collegial boys’ club 
known for bipartisan deal-cutting to a far less 
friendly place dominated by polarized parties, 
where broad compromise is a dying art.
His death last Tuesday at 77 after a battle 
with brain cancer leaves the Senate without 
one of its consummate bridge-builders--possi-
bly the best-known and most respected of an 
ever-dwindling breed of lawmakers willing and 
able to reach across the political aisle to strike 
bargains on big issues.
It’s also a reminder of a bygone era in what 
is often called the world’s greatest deliberative 
body, when coalition-building was the rule, not 
the exception--because it had to be.
“He’s one of the members that was trained 
and came of age in the Senate in the 1960s, 
when each party was divided into major fac-
tions, and so to pass any major piece of legisla-
tion, it took a real coalition of some factions 
from the Democratic Party and some from the 
Republican Party. There was no such thing as a 
party-line vote in those days,” said Betty Koed, 
a Senate historian.
Now an all-one-party vote--or one with just 
a few defectors from the other party--is the 
norm.
Back then, conservative Southerners were a 
force in both parties, and liberal Democrats and 
moderate Republicans were smaller but often 
powerful minorities that could band together to 
get big things--like civil rights laws--done.
Kennedy was part of a generation of policy-
makers who took those lessons into the 1980s 
and 1990s, as both parties began to solidify and 
strove to forge agreements that could transcend 
the ever-hardening party lines.
“A major element of that tradition will be lost 
now” with Kennedy’s death, Koed said.
Former Republican Sen. Bob Dole of Kan-
sas, who served as GOP leader from 1985 to 
1996, says Kennedy’s style was firmly rooted 
in the Senate of the past, where liberals like him 
had to strike sometimes unlikely bargains to get 
things done, but is just as relevant today.
“Kennedy understood, just like Ronald Rea-
gan used to tell me when I was the leader, ‘I 
want it all, but if I can get 70 percent, I’ll run 
with it.’ That was sort of Kennedy’s attitude-- 
he knew in the legislative process you’ve got to 
allow some give and take,” Dole said.
The lesson holds true today, Dole said, as 
Democrats like Sen. Max Baucus of Montana 
and Republicans like Sen. Mike Enzi of Wyo-
ming search for the elusive middle on a health 
care overhaul--something Kennedy called “the 
cause of my life.”
But few if any members of today’s Senate 
have the kind of reputation and respect Ken-
nedy did, which enabled him to bring others 
along on difficult issues, Dole said.
“Kennedy had the aura and the mystique. He 
didn’t have to pay homage to anybody,” Dole 
said. “He could be very independent and strike 
his own deal, and you knew you either went 
along with him or a lot of the time [were going 
to] be left out in the cold because he was going 
to get a bill.”
The Senate Kennedy joined in 1962 was al-
most entirely white and even more male-domi-
nated than today’s. It was also a much more 
social place than the Senate of today, in part 
because transportation to and from the capital 
was slower and more cumbersome. Lawmak-
ers were usually in Washington all week and 
sometimes through the weekends, forging leg-
Kennedy embodied bygone era of bipartisan dealing
By Julie Hirschfeld Davis
Associated Press Writer
• See ‘Politics’ Page 7
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Peter B. Gawenda has been appointed 
dean of UTB/TSC’s College of Applied 
Technology and General Studies.
Gawenda, who served as the college’s 
interim dean for almost three years, said he 
feels he has enough experience to take it to 
the next level.
The college has four departments: 
applied business technology, industrial 
technology, applied technology and 
developmental studies.
“I went for this position because I felt 
I can solve certain challenges,” Gawenda 
said.
Among those challenges, he said, is 
creating convenient courses for the students 
who need to get a college education but 
have to keep working.
The solution is to keep offering the 
college courses online.
“Students who want bachelor’s degrees 
can continue working and take those 
courses that they need for the bachelor’s 
degree online,” Gawenda said. “The 
students then become geography and time 
independent; it doesn’t matter where they 
are, they can go into the computer, take the 
courses, complete them. They don’t even 
have to come to graduation, although some 
have come.”
The college has 866 students who 
have declared majors in the bachelor’s of 
applied technology program and 927 in 
the bachelor of applied arts and science 
program. 
It also offers one-year certificates of 
proficiency in accounting technology, 
legal office specialist, medical coding and 
billing specialist, among others; associate’s 
degrees in accounting technology, business 
information systems technology and 
paralegal studies, among others.
The college’s Industrial Technology 
Department offers one-year certificates 
in air-conditioning and refrigeration 
technology, auto body repair technology, 
auto mechanics technology, construction 
technology, computer-aided drafting, 
or CAD, technology and machine 
shop operation technology. It offers an 
associate’s degree in CAD technology, 
engineering technology and machine tool 
technology.
Another challenge is that students with 
technical certifications can’t continue on 
with their education.
Gawenda said the university is “in 
the process of developing new master’s 
degrees, applied master’s degrees for 
individuals who come out of technical 
programs and move up to the master’s 
levels.”
“We always want to have the most 
progressive, the most modern and the 
programs with the highest skill level 
because whoever graduates from this 
college should be able to transfer his or her 
skills into other occupations as necessary,” 
he said.
Gawenda has submitted a proposal for 
a bachelor’s degree in general studies and 
is working on proposals for master’s in:




The dean previously worked as director 
of Institutional Research and Planning, 
vice president for Academic Affairs and 
vice president for Business Affairs. He 
was also on the faculty of the University of 
Texas-Pan American.
Gawenda holds a bachelor’s degree in 
government with a minor in history from 
Maryland University, a master of science 
degree in international relations from Troy 
University and a doctorate in education 
from the University of Houston.  
He will be paid $118,000 annually.




Joseph A. Zavaleta’s last day as director 
of the Center for Civic Engagement is 
today. 
After serving for six years as director 
of the center, Zavaleta says it is time to 
leave.
“For the last 25 years, my wife has 
been following me around the country, 
doing what I wanted to do, so for our 25th 
anniversary last year, I promised my wife 
that it was time for us to live in a place 
where we both wanted to live, doing what 
we both wanted to do, so I offered to give 
up everything for her and move to an area 
closer to where she is from,” he said. “She 
is from Portland, Ore., and we decided 
to move to Boise, Idaho. As a matter of 
fact, as I am sitting here, they are already 
there.”
Zavaleta said he will miss his work 
with the Center for Civic Engagement, his 
friends in the Buena Vida neighborhood, his 
staff and the friends he made on campus.
“But my work here is completed,” he 
said. “I like to think I made a little bit of a 
difference.” 
The Center for Civic Engagement was 
founded in 2003 and UTB/TSC President 
Juliet V. García and then-Provost Jose 
Martín appointed Zavaleta as director. 
The center’s main objective is to connect 
classrooms with the community and 
assist the economic development of the 
community.
During his tenure, the center has 
encouraged more than 150,000 children to 
“vote” in federal, state and local elections 
with the Kids Voting program. It also 
founded the Compassion Kitchen, located 
in the Buena Vida neighborhood, where 
low-income families can prepare food 
to sell. The center also has worked with 
United Way of Cameron County and the 
Not For Sale campaign.  
One of Zavaleta’s favorite projects was 
with the Municipal Court Community 
Service project.
“They send us defendants who have been 
convicted of minor offenses, non-violent 
offenses, and we place them in different 
community agencies,” he said. “We’ve had 
some amazing feedback, so they are not 
just picking up trash, doing those kinds of 
things. They are working in a home shelter, 
being exposed to the needs that confront 
many of the citizens every day.” 
The center has an annual budget of 
$250,000 and was first funded by a federal 
grant called the Community Outreach 
Partnership Center Grant. Later, it received 
a grant from the Health and Human Services 
Compassion Capital Demonstration Fund 
grant, which provided an opportunity 
to train more than 200 community 
organizations through skills workshops.
Selma Yznaga, assistant professor of 
School Specialties, described Zavaleta as 
an energetic man who gets things done. 
“There is nothing that he will not try, 
nothing that he will go out of his way to 
find the resources for if it’s something that 
will benefit the community,” said Yznaga, 
who met Zavaleta when the center was just 
getting started. “It has become something 
big under his direction.”
Yznaga and Zavaleta worked together to 
form a women’s support group that meets 
in the Compassion Center. That expanded 
to include a summer workshop for the 
daughters of the women in the support 
group. Another project they worked on was 
mental health fairs. 
“[The mental health fairs] were very 
successful,” Yznaga said. “We brought all 
kinds of resources to the community so 
that they could see what was available to 
them, what they had access to.”
Zavaleta had a positive impact on the 
many students who worked with him 
as Civic Engagement Scholars, as well. 
Among them is Mayra Cardenas, a senior 
science education major who was very shy 
and reserved.
“He was a really big part of me 
connecting to the school,” Cardenas said. 
“He was the one that gave me a chance to 
be in the [Civic Engagement Scholars] and 
to break out of my shell.” 
Zavaleta said he has done all he can think 
of doing here.
“All the experiences, all the relationships, 
all the things I’ve learned, seen, will go 
with me,” he said. “UTB/TSC has changed 
my life and the next step for me is a little 
bit of unknown ’cause I cannot say I have 
a job, I don’t, but we are in a good place 
emotionally, spiritually and financially. We 
have been preparing for this for two years, 
so it’s time. ”
Cardenas said Zavaleta will be missed.
“He is a great leader and a great mentor,” 
she said.




a.m., Marilyn Woods, executive assistant to 
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García, told 
The Collegian via e-mail.
He is the vice president of the Class 
of 2010, director of Healthcare Finance 
Elective, president of the Orthopaedic 
Student Interest Group and volunteers 
with UT Southwestern’s United to Serve, 
according to the UT System Web site. He 
played on the 2005 National Champion 
Longhorn football team.
followed by an unknown man. He said the 
man then confronted his brother and said, 
“Why are you looking at her? She is only 
11,” called them perverts and left.
At 9:05 p.m. the same day, a juvenile 
was watching pornographic videos on the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library 
computers. His parents were notified and 
told to pick up their son.
At 11:43 a.m. Aug. 7, a student reported 
that two tires on his Honda Accord had 
been deflated while it was parked in The 
Village at Fort Brown.
At 5:43 p.m. the same day, a staff 
member reported someone taking the air 
out of his Dodge Charger’s tires, which 
was parked in front of Lot Q.
At 5:17 p.m. Aug. 17, a student reported 
that an unknown man approached her in 
the Endowment Courtyard, tried to make 
conversation, took her flip phone and then 
walked away.
--Compiled by Cynthia 
Hernandez
Police
Continued from Page 2
Regent
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As UTB/TSC ventures into its 18th year 
as a university, its leader has outlined the 
advancements made and the problems 
recently encountered. 
President Juliet V. García warned the 
UTB/TSC faculty and staff of the danger 
of complacency as she opened Fall 
Convocation. 
“It’s not good for us to become too 
comfortable, as you know, or too satisfi ed, 
to rely too much on routine and especially 
during these very, very diffi cult times when 
everybody in our communities are a little 
uneasy over the economic times, when 
our students and our community need us 
to succeed more than ever,” García told a 
standing-room-only crowd Aug. 21 in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. 
In 10 years, the university has gone from 
zero to $6 million annually in research 
funding. This year, UTB/TSC has already 
garnered $4.2 million in new awards. 
“In order to maintain the momentum of a 
growing research portfolio, we immediately 
approached Dr. Luis Colóm and asked 
if he would allow us to appoint him, our 
own renowned neuroscientist and our own 
professor, as … interim vice president for 
research,” García announced.
Colóm’s research interests include 
epilepsy and Alzheimer’s disease in the 
Hispanic population. He has brought in 
$12 million in grant money and, as of 
Sept. 1, will be the holder of the Houston 
Endowment Chair for Science and 
Engineering.
New appointments announced for 
this year also include Alan F.J. Artibise, 
provost; Irv Downing, vice president for 
Economic Development and Community 
Services; Ken Turpen, associate vice 
president for Development; Rene Villarreal, 
interim vice president for Enrollment 
Management; Mikhail Bounaiev, dean of 
the College of Science, Mathematics and 
Technology; Peter Gawenda, interim dean 
of the College of Applied Technology 
and General Studies; Marisa Campirano, 
director of Alumni Relations; Azenett 
Cornejo, director of Student Media; Kathy 
Bussert-Webb, director of the Center for 
Civic Engagement; Eduardo Del Rio, 
interim director of the Dual Enrollment 
program; and Mariana Gonzalez-Vela, 
interim director of Institutional Research 
and Planning.   
Leaving UTB/TSC is Associate Vice 
President for Enrollment Management 
Linda Fossen, who has accepted a position 
at Eastern Kentucky University. Retiring 
this year are Computer-Directed Instruction 
Director and Associate Professor of 
Mathematics Sessia Wyche III, after 22 
years of service, and Associate Professor of 
Business Administration Vivian Permenter, 
after 35 years of service.
García also reported that the Texas 
Legislature decided not to award UTB/
TSC, or any other Texas institution, any 
tuition revenue bonds this year.
Tuition revenue bonds are requested 
every other legislative session and are not 
paid by tuition.
“The tuition of the state universities’ 
students are pledged against the [tuition 
revenue] bond but, in fact, what happens is 
the state appropriates dollars to retire that 
debt,” García explained.
Although UTB/TSC did not receive any 
tuition revenue bonds, there was no need 
for extreme budget cuts.
“We aren’t having to lay off people or 
furlough faculty and we aren’t cutting 
services to students,” García said. 
The largest impact to UTB/TSC’s budget 
was a decrease in enrollment, which resulted 
in a defi cit estimated at $3.2 million, 
which occurred after the implementation 
of the Satisfactory Academic Progress 
policy, García said. However, SAP has 
had a positive effect on the completion of 
semester hours and number of withdrawals 
from courses.
“The number of credit hours successfully 
completed actually rose to an all-time high 
of 83 percent,” García said. “Students 
also withdrew from courses by half the 
number of hours in the previous fall, from 
10 percent to 5 percent, and students failed 
fewer hours as compared to the previous 
year, from 12 percent to 9 percent.”
García named the professors who 
were recognized by the University of 
Texas System earlier this month for their 
extraordinary teaching. They are Ruth 
Keitz, a senior lecturer in Fine Arts; Luis 
Antonio Sanchez, a mathematics lecturer; 
James Mills, assistant master technical 
instructor in history; Susan Hart, an 
associate professor for Health and Human 
Performance; and Manuel Medrano, a 
history professor.
The president also addressed the 2008 
cheating incident that recently was reported 
in the media. She reminded faculty and staff 




UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García speaks to faculty and staff during the Fall 2009 Convocation address, held 
Aug. 21 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.




Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, September 9th. 
You will need to come by the Field Experiences Of�ice to 
register and pick up your admission ticket prior to the 
Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, 
please contact our Field Experiences Of�ice at 882-5720.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
  • Pap Smears
  • STD Screenings
  • Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Texas Women’s Health        
   Program, and Private Insurance.
Call to schedule an appointment!
Expiration Date: 12/31/09
COL-1
Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers 
and receive $15 off medical services received.
GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571
Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584
Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723
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Programs on television such as “Diners, 
Drive-Ins and Dives,” “Man vs. Food” and 
“Bobby Flay’s Throwdown” show mouth-
watering foods from different areas of the 
United States. 
Getting to these restaurants for a taste of 
these delicious morsels might be a problem 
for a cash-strapped college student.
Walter Underwood, owner of Philly’s 
Americana Cheesesteaks and a UTB/TSC 
alumnus, decided to do his part to help ease 
our taste buds by bringing Philadelphia’s 
famous cheese steak to Brownsville. 
“We specialize in original Philly cheese 
steaks,” Underwood said. “We import our 
rolls directly from Philadelphia, from the 
same bakery that Pat’s King of Steaks and 
Geno’s [Steaks] use.” 
Pat’s King of Steaks and Geno’s Steaks 
are considered two of the best cheese steak 
restaurants in Philadelphia.
At Philly’s, the hoagie is toasted, which 
gives it a crunchy outer crust. The bun is 
filled with mounds of grilled beef and grilled 
onions. The sizzling mixture is topped with 
Provolone cheese or Cheez Whiz, which 
melts instantly. 
“This is the only place in all of South 
Texas where you can get a genuine Philly 
cheese steak,” Underwood said of the eatery 
located at 2155 N. Expressway, between 
Motel 6 and Denny’s. “This is really, really 
an authentic slice of Philadelphia.” 
Ariadna Resendez, a senior communication 
major at UTB/TSC, recently went to Philly’s 
for the first time.
“I’ve never tasted a cheese steak before,” 
Resendez said. “So it was actually pretty 
good, you know. I liked the taste because I 
love cheese and combined 
with cheese steak, it tastes 
really good.”
Philly’s bartender/
cook Benito Munguia 
said all types of people 
go to Philly’s, including 
families, business 
professionals and students.
“I would say a lot of teachers, [people 
from] businesses around here, and a lot 
of friendly people [come here],” Munguia 
said. 
Philly’s has a bar that offers an assortment 
of domestic and imported beer and different 
types of soda. It also has multiple televisions, 
a jukebox, a pool table and dart boards where 
customers can play at their leisure.
“[Students] come over here, towards the 
nighttime,” Munguia said. “They come over 
here and have a couple of drinks [and] eat a 
couple of sandwiches.” 
Underwood plans on building a deck by 
the Resaca de la Guerra this year, before 
football season starts, where customers will 
be able to watch “Monday Night Football” 
and sing karaoke on other nights.
“We’re going to have the NFL ticket on 
our Hi-Def TVs and the 
college ticket, so we’ll 
air all football games 
anytime on five different 
channels and we’ll have 
‘Monday Night Football’ 
out on the deck over the 
resaca on a projection 
TV,” he said. 
Underwood, who also taught at UTB/
TSC, left his job as a registered nurse and 
opened Philly’s Americana Cheesesteaks on 
April 8. 
Prices start off under $6 for a Philly’s 
cheese steak. Additional toppings, such as 
bacon, pepperoni and mushrooms, are 75 
cents each. 
“Price range is $5.95 for an 8-inch grilled 
Italian hoagie roll with a quarter-pound of 
beef, some South Texas 1015 onions and 
provolone or Cheez Whiz,” Underwood 
said.
Bringing a taste of Philadelphia to Brownsville
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
Aries (March 21-April 19): Everyone’s fortunes change 
just as quickly as the tide turns. There are cold days ahead, 
but if you work, you just might get your paycheck tomorrow. 
Trust your instincts. Spend wisely. Books can be bought 
online.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): Tauruses are known for their 
stubbornness, their practicality, their fierceness, but it may 
be time to let go of some of that staunchness and follow the 
little white rabbit into the unknown. Fear might hold you 
back, or the little white rabbit might just end up running into 
traffic. Your call.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): Two swords, two faces, two 
paths may lie ahead of you. Take a deep breath, pause, don’t 
give up, trust your instincts. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22): In the challenges life throws 
at you this week, you will find a way to tame that lion. Your 
strength can come from family, friends or an innate wish to 
succeed. That, or sheer desperation.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): Leo, now’s your chance to seek 
matches with similar signs (Aries, Sagittarius, Gemini, 
Libra). If this was an exact science, I could tell you that any 
relationship with said signs will be full of joy and mirth. But 
it’s not, so attempt at your own risk!
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): Compassion will be your forte 
this week in situations where other signs would contemplate 
homicide. Let that guy cut you off on the expressway without 
cursing him and his thousand descendants. Adopt a puppy. 
Or a cat. Or both.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Despite the insistencies of 
many, you probably bit off more than you could chew. Seeing 
two people at once, taking back-to-back senior seminars, 
working and going to school full time. Focus and you should 
be able to survive. Lose focus and karma--or SAP--will get 
the best of you.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Unlike Libra, you’re balancing 
a ton of responsibilities without much trouble. Either you’re 
very slick or very responsible. Either way, good luck this 
week, the sun will smile on you. Don’t rub it in Libra’s face 
too much, though.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Deception. Sneakiness. 
Stealth. You will use these traits cunningly and with 
confidence to pull off a stunt you’ve always wanted to do. 
Be careful, though, someone’s going to wise up eventually.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The foundations of 
something you are building probably will crumble. Learn 
from your mistakes. Understand that the human brain, as 
well as the liver, have their limits and it’s unwise to probe 
them too frequently.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): There will be something 
overflowing in your life right now, whether good or bad, 
that’s entirely objective.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): We’re all counting down the 
days to Thanksgiving break, so be patient. Start drinking 
more milk in order to not get crushed by the Black Friday 
stampedes.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
Horoscopes: written in the stars
Sophomore bilingual education major Lauren Gomez 
bites into a hoagie Wednesday at the new Philly’s 
Americana Cheesestakes restaurant located off the 
expressway by Motel 6.







What do you like to do on the weekend? “Go to the beach.”
Describe yourself in three words. “Small, shy and--random.”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years? “Married, with children 
and with my career.”
If you only had 24 hours to live, what would you do? “I would 
skydive.”
Do you believe in yourself? “I do.”
What is one thing you would change about yourself? “Nothing.”
What country would you like to visit? “Japan.”
What is your best physical feature? “My eyes.”
What’s the best age to get married? Why? “Twenty-six, because 
you should have your career by then, or, like, at least [be] out of 
college.”
What should you never say on a first date? “I love you.”
Do you like silent and mysterious types or the life of the party? 
Why? “Mostly mysterious, but I mean they have to have a little bit 
of personality, like they can’t just be really quiet.”
If you could have any superpower, which one would you want? 
“To fly.”
What’s the next place you would like to travel to? “Europe.”







-Compiled by Jacqueline Vasquez
If you would like to be featured in Cupid’s Corner, call Jacqueline 
Vasquez at 882-5143 or send her an e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
C upid’s orner islative partnerships at restaurants and bars, dinner parties and barbecues, Koed said.
Today, senators typically jet in on Mondays or Tuesdays 
for weekday schedules packed with meetings and fundrais-
ers, then escape Thursday or early Friday for a weekend 
back home.
Kennedy was a strong partisan in his own right, but 
his adversaries sought him out as a quintessential Senate 
“workhorse”--another quality senators, historians and aides 
say is harder to find in today’s Senate--who was willing to 
help get something done.
“He’d come over and say, ‘You know, we’ve got to get 
some Republicans, and if you can get me a couple or three I 
can talk to, maybe we can get a bill,’” Dole said. “You don’t 
see a lot of that now.”
Kennedy worked with former GOP Sen. Alan Simpson of 
Wyoming on immigration legislation in the 1980s that Ken-
nedy ultimately decided to vote against--but that Simpson 
believes would never have become law without Kennedy’s 
initial collaboration.
“As a legislator, you want to find a legislator to work 
with, not some guy who is just going to give speeches and 
screw you up. Kennedy was a master legislator,” Simpson 
says of his former colleague in a forthcoming biography of 
Simpson by Don Hardy, his former chief of staff.
Simpson was traveling out of the country Thursday and 
could not be reached for further comment. He told his biog-
rapher last year that the Senate is forever changed from the 
one in which he and Kennedy first worked together.
“The thing about the Senate is, the giants are gone,” 
Simpson told Hardy. “Whether they were Republican or 
Democrat, they were giants in days long past.”
Politics
Continued from Page 4
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• Great friends and a good time!
...it’s more than a GYM!
Alex says, “Get to the REK!”
Hours
Mon.-Thurs.: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat.: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sun.: 3 - 7 p.m.
For more information, call 
Campus Recreation at 882-5972.
Clubspotlight
Name: Scorpion Pre-Pharmacy Association
Purpose: To help pre-pharmacy students become 
competitive applicants to pharmacy schools, to promote 
the profession of pharmacy, to provide service to 
the Brownsville community and to cultivate friendship 
and cooperation among its members.
Established: Fall 2008
President: Efrain Ramirez, certifi ed pharmacy 
technician




Sponsor: Frank Coulson, Student Success Center 
career counselor
Events: Participated in the 2008 Halloween 
Extravaganza
Community Service: Texas Adopt-a-Beach and Adopt-
a-Highway programs.
Meetings: Held bi-monthly on Wednesdays. The fi rst 
meeting of the semester will be at 4 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Student Union’s Salon Jacaranda. All meeting 
location information will be posted on www.myspace.
com/scorpionprepharm.
Requirements: Open to all students, although the club 
caters to pre-pharmacy students.
Dues: $15 per semester (Summer I and II count as 
one).
For more information: e-mail the club at scorpion_
prepharmacy_association@yahoo.com or visit 
its MySpace Web page, www.myspace.com/
scorpionprepharm, and Twitter Web page, www.twitter.
com/scorpionprephar.
-- Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez
If you would like your student organization featured in 
the Club Spotlight, call Collegian reporter Elizabeth A. 
Perez at 882-5143 or send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.com
Members of the Scorpion Pre-Pharmacy Association include (from left) club 
President Efrain Ramirez, Vice President Reynaldo Chapa and club adviser Frank 
Coulson.
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN
nominated as senators sat in the audience witnessing 
the lack of agreement among SGA members.
Among them was senior psychology major Rosa 
Law, who has been an active participant in the SGA 
for the last three years, but has not yet been offi cially 
appointed by the senate this semester.
It was Law’s second attempt to be appointed as a 
senator for the College of Liberal Arts, and she was 
looking forward to seeing some progress in the SGA.
 She expressed her disappointment.
“What you guys are supposed to be doing is 
representing the student body and just postponing does 
not help,” Law said. “Why aren’t you out there, what 
are you doing?”
Polin, now vice president of administration, 
responded, “As for the rules, we can’t get into a back-
and-forth deal,” and then refused to answer to any 
further questions.
Law continued with her discussion.
“The reason why there are no more students is 
because they think SGA is a joke,” she said with tears 
in her eyes. “Some of us take time out of our schedules 
to be here and hear what you have to say and for you to 
just bicker back and forth, is not what we want to see.”
In other business, the SGA passed:
--Resolution No. 1, which states house rules for the 
senate, including  no eating during meetings, proper 
attire, guidelines for the “Let Your Voice Be Heard” 
portion of meetings and turning off or silencing 
electronic devices during meetings;
--Resolution No. 2, which allocates $30,467 for the 
SGA budget;
--Resolution No. 3, which calls for freshman elections 
on Sept. 9 and 10;
--Resolution No. 4, which calls for sponsoring a 
contest for students who can illustrate the importance 
of the U.S. Constitution;
--Resolution No. 5, which sets guidelines for 
proposing resolutions and distributing them. 
SGA 
continued from Page 1
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Students from the Rio Grande Valley and 
others from far distances now live together in 
The Village at Fort Brown.
A total of 314 students checked in into 
UTB/TSC’s residence halls on Aug. 22.
Residential Life Director Douglas Stoves, 
his staff and many volunteers organized a 
warm welcome for them.
In the lobby, doughnuts, coffee and orange 
juice was offered to everyone. While the 
music of Michael Jackson played in the 
background, students and staff members got 
acquainted with each other. 
Stoves said his goal for this year is “to 
develop programming that encourages 
appreciation for the environment, encourages 
students to make responsible decisions 
regarding alcohol use and to provide students 
with resources to help them be successful in 
their academics.”
In an earlier interview, he told The Collegian 
that there is a zero tolerance for the usage of 
alcohol on campus or in the residence halls. 
The main purpose for students living in the 
dorms is to enhance their learning skills, not 
worsen them, he said.
Before the move-in, the rooms were re-
painted and refurnished, including replacing 
old mattresses and damaged TVs.
“The Move-In Day was excellent,” Stoves 
said. “We had a lot of volunteers and students 
were excited to settle in. I really appreciated 
the way in which the volunteers made the 
students feel instantly welcomed by our 
community when they arrived.”
Some students were dropped off by their 
parents.
“It certainly helps parents … because they 
appreciate that their student is coming to 
such a welcoming and friendly place,” Stoves 
said. 
Kaitlin Lara, a freshman communication 
major, met her roommate, Megan, for the 
first time on Move-In Day, and they get along 
well.
Lara was accompanied by her family and 
friends from church friends, who helped her 
move her belongings into her new home.
Twenty-year-old kinesiology major 
Nicholas Alfado is a third-year resident. He 
requested the same room and same roommate 
from last year.
Alfado encourages the first-time residents 
to meet people from different parts of the 
country and other countries. He said living at 
The Village is “cool.”
“You meet new people,” Alfado said. “I 
know other people who come here from out 
of the Valley to be here.”
The housing faculty and staff will sponsor 
many events throughout the semester, from 
luaus and game nights to X-Box tournaments 
and study skills workshops, cultural 
appreciation and tutoring.
“Most of the events are gathered from 
residents, so that we can make sure we are 
doing things that interest them,” Stoves said.Sophomore biology major Florence Zavala unlocks the door to her new room Aug.22 during Move-In Day at The Village at Fort Brown.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
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Colillas de cigarros en todas partes
de hoy






con especialidad en ciencias
Clasificación: Estudiante de 
último año
Fecha de graduación: 
Primavera 2010
Reconocimientos: Lista de 
la Rectora: Verano I 2007, 
Primavera 2008, Verano I 
2008, Otoño 2008 y Verano 
I 2009;  Lista del Decano, 
Primavera 2009; y Civic 
Engagement Scholar, Otoño 
2008, Primavera 2009 y 
Otoño 2009.
Mientras caminas a clase, 
admiras el campus, observas los 
árboles, las flores y hasta el cantar 
de los pájaros.
Después volteas hacia la 
banqueta, y lo que ves no es nada 
bonito: colillas de cigarros.
Pero una organización está 
haciendo algo al respecto. 
El programa Mantén América 
Hermoso (Keep America Beautiful) 
otorgó a Comunidades Saludables 
de Brownsville (Healthy 
Communities of Brownsville) un 
subsidio de $1,500 para participar 
en el Programa de Prevención de 
Desperdicios de Cigarro (Cigarette 
Litter Prevention Program).
“Se supone que debemos de 
ir hacia las comunidades o a la 
comunidad de Brownsville y 
darnos cuenta si nosotros tenemos 
un problema con las colillas de 
cigarros”, dijo Rose Timmer, 
directora ejecutiva interina de 
Comunidades Saludables. 
El centro ha realizado 
observaciones para determinar si 
UTB/TSC tiene un problema con el 
desperdicio de cigarros. 
La primera observación fue 
realizada en el patio ubicado entre 
los edificios Mary Rose Cárdenas 
Norte y Sur, un lugar de reunión 
muy popular donde los estudiantes 
fuman.
“Claro, solo por caminar por 
ahí, he encontrado más de 100 
colillas de cigarros”, dijo Timmer. 
“Determinamos que sí teníamos un 
problema”.
Un grupo de 12 voluntarios 
compuesto por estudiantes de UTB/
TSC y miembros de la comunidad, 
recogieron hasta 4,210 colillas de 
cigarros durante el mes de julio.
La segunda recolección 
terminó una semana antes de que 
los estudiantes regresaran a la 
universidad este semestre.
Se encontraron 897 colillas de 
cigarros.
Ismael Lemus, estudiante de 
terapia respiratoria de segundo año, 
es un voluntario que ha ayudado a 
la comunidad desde mayo.
“Creo que las manos de una 
persona hacen la diferencia, y un 
mundo más limpio significa un 
medio ambiente más saludable para 
todos”, dijo Lemus.
Emmanuel Garza, voluntario 
de preparatoria, cree que la 
universidad tiene un problema con 
los desperdicios.
“Si, lo creo”, dijo Garza, “hay 
muchas [colillas de cigarro]”.
Timmer dijo que muchos 
fumadores no se dan cuenta de los 
problemas que le causan al medio 
ambiente por tirar las colillas de sus 
cigarros en la calle.
“Es un problema de basura y es 
un problema muy peligroso porque 
los cigarros contienen muchos 
químicos”, dijo. “Se vuelan hacia 
las alcantarillas y cuando llueve 
los desperdicios se van al drenaje y 
esos drenajes se van hasta nuestras 
resacas”.
La página Web de Mantén 
América Hermoso dice que el 18 
por ciento de todos los desperdicios 
terminan en arroyos y canales.
Ahora que las colillas de 
cigarros han sido recolectadas, 
Timmer planea contactar a Mantén 
América Hermoso para que les 
den instrucciones sobre cómo 
desecharlas.
“Es un problema y no sé qué 
hacer con él”, dijo. “Debe de haber 
una manera de desecharlos para que 
no dañen el medio ambiente”.
Timmer también dijo que hay una 
escasez de ceniceros en el campus.
“Los muchachos están fumando 
y están tirando la colillas de 
sus cigarros en donde están los 
arbustos, las banquetas”, dijo. “No 
tienen dónde ponerlos”.
Comunidades Saludables está 
planeando una campaña para hacer 
que los estudiantes y la comunidad 
estén conscientes de la salud y el 
problema de desperdicios.
En lugar de presentarles a los 
estudiantes maneras de desechar 
las colillas de sus cigarros, se les 
proporcionará con ceniceros de 
bolsillo, para que los fumadores 
puedan cargar las colillas de los 
cigarros para después desecharlos 
en un contenedor apropiado.
“También haremos una encuesta”, 
dijo Timmer, “básicamente, hablar 
sobre los desperdicios, las bolsas de 
plástico, reciclaje. Queremos saber 
si hay un interés [en reciclar]”.
Comunidades Saludables de 
Brownsville es una organización sin 
fines de lucro dedicada a mejorar la 
calidad de vida de los residentes 
de Brownsville. La organización 
cuenta con más de 150 voluntarios.
“Todos hacemos cosas 
diferentes, algunos de nosotros 
estamos involucrados en la salud, 
otros de nosotros en la educación, 
aconsejando, algunos de nosotros 
en el ambiente”, dijo.
Comunidades Saludables tiene 
una oficina en la Escuela de Salud 
Publica-Campus Regional de 






Día de campo familiar en Unión Estudiantil
Matt Deimes ayuda a caminar a su hija Zaida Deimes mientras espera a su esposa, estudiante de UTB/TSC, el martes en el césped del edificio Unión Estudiantil.
Pasatiempos: “Leer, 
salir con mis amigos, ver 
películas, jugar paintball, 
jugar videojuegos e ir de 
compras”.
A c t i v i d a d e s 
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r e s : 
Presidenta del Club Civic 
Engagement Scholars, 
comisionada del área de 
Servicio a la Comunidad en 
la Asociación de Maestros 
del Estado de Texas (Texas 
State Teachers Association), 
y coordinadora  de Service 
Learning.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? 
“Ser consejera para niños 
de [quinto y sexto año de 
primaria] que están [pasando] 
por muchos cambios”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 
10 años? “Me gustaría a lo 
mejor encontrar trabajo aquí 
o en Austin como consejera, 
en una escuela ayudando a 
los niños y ayudando en un 
programa de servicio a la 
comunidad”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de 
la universidad, qué harías? “El 
estacionamiento, todavía no es 
ideal”.  
¿Qué te gusta de la 
universidad? “Toda la gente, 
la comunidad”. 
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? 
“Que conozcan gente, que no 
tengan vergüenza y que entren 
a un club”. 
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar 
antes de un examen? 
“Muchísimo café y hablar 
con el profesor”. 
--Recopilado por Mayra Urteaga
luCiana MoralEs/CollEgian
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REK Center field baptized by victory
New field, new lineup, triumphant result for womenMen will face challenge against Celts, Crimson Storm
The Scorpions will face two tough non-
conference teams this week as they continue 
to build on a 2-0 winning streak that began 
Aug. 22.
At 7 p.m. Thursday, they will square off 
against the University of St. Thomas Celts, 
an independent member in the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics.
The Celts hold the distinction of being the 
only team to defeat the Scorpions at home in 
two years, in a 3-2 decision on Oct. 17, 2007.
“That’s going to be a hard game, it’s going 
to be a really hard game,” said Head Coach 
Dan Balaguero. “They’re the only team that’s 
beat us in two years in Brownsville, so we’ve 
got to be ready for them for sure.”
The men will follow up with a game at 7 
p.m. Saturday against the Southern Nazarene 
(Okla.) University Crimson Storm, a team 
that holds the No. 16 national ranking. The 
Crimson Storm beat the Scorpions 3-1 on 
Sept. 27, 2008.
“That’s going to be a tough game, for sure, 
but if we need to be in the top 25, we’ve got 
to beat the top teams as well, so we’re looking 
forward to that one as well,” Balaguero said.
On Wednesday night at the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center field, 
the Scorpions defeated Red River Athletic 
Conference rival Huston-Tillotson University 
in the 2009 season opener.
And one thing should be said about the 
Rams--they try.
However, when it comes to soccer, trying 
will only get you so far, and this was proven 
again Wednesday night as the Austin team 
lost to the Scorpions for the fifth time in two 
years.
The game, which ended 2-1, was the first 
time the two teams met since the Nov. 8, 
2008, RRAC Tournament final. In that game, 
the Rams dominated the field for most of the 
game, but the Scorpions managed to score the 
only goal of the game in overtime to win the 
championship.
Wednesday night, the roles were reversed, 
but Huston-Tillotson could not upset the 
Scorpions.
The game featured what is steadily 
becoming a Scorpion trademark--blitzkrieg-
like offense stemming from able midfield 
control and an iron-curtain defense that held 
back any threats to goalie Juan Gamboa.
Attacking midfielder Evans Frimpong had 
the opportunity to notch his first goal as a 
Scorpion by opening up the score early on in 
the first half after a successful attack from the 
left flank.
The Scorpions kept up the pressure during 
the entire first half, primarily through the 
efforts of forwards Abass Ayembillah and 
Mario Perez, who wreaked havoc on a groggy 
Rams defense. The Scorpions’ second goal 
came thanks to this, as Ayembillah caught an 
opposing central defender off guard and then 
charged like a freight train into the box, easily 
defeating the goalie for the Scorpions’ 2-0.
After halftime, it was the Scorpions’ turn to 
slow down.
Pulling back from the attack, the Scorpions 
did not react as offensively as they did during 
the first half, with only Perez’s blistering 
speed keeping the Rams’ goalie on his toes. 
Balaguero would later say that the Porter 
High School graduate made the difference in 
the game.
Midway through the second half, Pedro 
Zamarripa scored one for the Rams on a set 
piece that hooked left, just barely beyond the 
reach of Gamboa’s gloves.
The goal seemed to liven up the Rams, but 
despite a few close calls, they could not tie 
the game.
Commenting on the 5-0 record the 
Scorpions have accumulated against the Rams, 
Balaguero said, “I think every time we play 
them, it’s a battle, and we knew that’s what it 
was going to be tonight, and both teams know 
so much about each other. I think we just had 
a little bit of extra quality tonight.”
Perez was ecstatic about his first season 
game as a Scorpion.
“I thought it went well, it was an 
unforgettable experience,” he said in Spanish. 
“[It’s] our first game, always have to start with 
the right foot. Thank God things went our 
way and more than anything, [we’re] happy 
with the result we got.”
It couldn’t be said that the Scorpions were 
alone on the field, either. They were constantly 
cheered on by a strong contingent of fans, 
about 100 in total, who were loud throughout 
the duration of the game.
Freshman Hugo Salazar and some friends 
brought some drums that were rarely silent to 
support the team.
Asked what persuaded him to bring 
noisemakers, he replied:  “We’re from Porter 
[High School] originally. Over in Porter, we 
had a porra and now some of our players are 
over here and some of us are here too, so that’s 
why we came over to support our school, our 
new school.”
Perez, and his older brother, veteran 
midfielder Rogelio, are members of the 
Scorpion squad.
Salazar’s troupe joined the REK Center staff 
cheering squad, under freshman ultrasound 
technology major Abraham Aldama, to create 
a new type of Scorpion Ultra--hardcore fans. 
Shouts of “Queremos un go-ol, queremos 
un gol!” bolstered the Scorpions and jeers 
such as “No pu-do, No pu-do!” filled the air 
whenever the Rams missed.
On Aug. 23, the Scorpions downed San 
Jacinto College, runners-up for the 2008 
National Junior College Championship, 3-0.
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team 
boasted two victories in the Soccer for a 
Cure Friendly Soccer Classic Aug. 22. 
In the first soccer game to be played at 
the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center field, the Scorpions successfully 
held their own and defeated a young and 
scrappy Harlingen Celtics team that had 
tied the Scorpions in a scrimmage last 
season. The Scorpions then played Instituto 
Tecnológico de Estudios Superiores 
Monterrey and defeated them in a penalty 
shootout, ending the game 3-2. 
Last Saturday, the Scorpions played 
against the McAllen Border Bandits soccer 
club. Results were not available at press 
time.
The game against the Harlingen Celtics 
started out fairly even, as white and green 
clashed in midfield for possession of the 
ball, but slowly, the Scorpions managed 
to repeatedly threaten the Celtics’ net. The 
consistent attacks finally paid off at the 20th 
minute, when midfielder Helen Wagstaff, on 
an assist by forward Leah Russell, kicked 
a powerful shot from outside the box that 
sailed past the Harlingen goalie for the first 
goal in the REK Center field.
A few minutes later, attacking midfielder 
Linette Cuvillier, after several unlucky 
attempts at goal, managed to score one 
almost by accident. Coming in from the 
wings, she let off a shot from just inside 
the box that seemed to be a pass. Instead, 
it curved slightly into the goal, as the 
opposing team’s goalie helplessly watched 
it roll in.
The two goals set the pace for the rest 
of the game, as the Scorpions continued 
to maintain possession of the ball, with 
any threats to goalies Stephanie Reid and 
Jessica Hamer being cut short by the iron-
legged angels of the Scorpion defense.
Halftime produced no change, much to 
the locals’ benefit and the detriment of the 
Celtics, who were kept bottled up in the 
back. Eventually, the cornered Harlingen 
team dropped its guard again and Russell 
took the chance, scoring the Scorpions’ 
third goal unassisted.
Those watching the game could attest to 
the speculation that the goal count could 
have been much higher if the Celtic goalie 
was just a fraction of a second slower or a 
Scorpion shot went a few inches closer. 
After the game, Wagstaff expressed her 
elation at being the one to baptize the REK 
Center field with a goal.
“[I’m] very proud,” she said, beaming. 
“[We’ve] been working out in practice, and 
it went well, pretty impressed.”
Also impressive was the change of 
scenery.
“It’s a really nice field, it worked really 
well tonight,” Wagstaff said. “Morningside 
was nice, but we didn’t get as many fans.
It’s been a good turnout.”
Cuvillier agreed.
“It feels much better because we have 
more fans,” she said. “Students can come 
in, there’s more people to support us and 
at Morningside, we really didn’t have that 
many people because … they didn’t know 
where it was, and since it’s here in campus, 
we’ve had more support from school.”
Although the team was victorious, 
Women’s Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic 
sees more learning opportunities.
“I think we did a lot of good things, that’s 
why we play these games, because we 
can learn quite a bit,” Barjaktarevic said. 
“We have two more scrimmages where I 
really think that will get this team together, 
playing a lot more offensive and again, 
hoping [for] a lot more goals.”
About a hundred fans showed up for 
the game, an impressive turnout when one 
considers it was only a scrimmage. Some 
orange-clad fans showed up bearing signs 
supporting the Scorpions.
“We’re having fun here,” said Abraham 
Aldama, a freshman ultrasound technology 
major who was carrying a placard. “We’re 
supporting our Scorpion ladies.”
Brenda Escobedo, a senior biology 
major, was carrying a sign that read: #17 
LINETTE.
Escobedo hopes the on-campus field will 
bring more student support.
“It’s great, just a walk away from [main] 
campus,” she said. “Hopefully, there’ll be a 
bigger turnout in the season.”
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
ABOVE LEFT: Forward Abass Ayembillah feigns his way past two Huston-Tillotson University Rams players 
during a game Wednesday night at the Recreation, Education and Technology Center Field. ABOVE RIGHT: 
Forward Mario Lopez fights for an aerial ball with a Huston-Tillotson player. The Scorpions defeated the Rams 
2-1.
ABOVE LEFT:  Scorpion forward Verena Wonsikowski charges through two Harlingen Celtics players during 
the inaugural game on the REK Center field Aug. 22. ABOVE RIGHT: Scorpion forward Linette Cuvillier and a 
Harlingen Celtics player fight for the ball. UTB/TSC defeated the Celtics 3-0.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
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Flag football advisory
The Campus Recreation De-
partment will host a Flag Foot-
ball League.
  Registration ends Sept. 9.  A 
captains meeting will be con-
ducted 5:30 p.m. that day in 
REK Center Classroom 1.150. 
Three divisions will be offered, 
Men’s, Women’s and Co-Rec.  
For more information and to 
sign up, visit www.campusrec-
reation.utb.edu or call 882-5967. 
Sign up early for best time selec-
tion.
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Scorpion volleyball dominates opponents
Fans sat at the edge of their seats, fascinated by the skills 
the UTB/TSC Volleyball Team showed at the opening game 
of the season. There was no doubt of victory.
The Scorpions cruised past Our Lady of the Lake 
University in an outstanding 3-0 match Aug. 22 in the 
Manuel B. Garza Gym. They defeated the Saints 25-14, 25-
15 and 25-12.
“We still have a long way to go, but for the first game, 
I was pretty happy,” UTB/TSC Head Coach Todd Lowery 
said. “I think we’re only going to get better.”
The game was led by senior setter Daianarah Bracero, 
with six kills, 26 set assists and 11 digs, and freshman 
outside hitter Erica Chimak, who posted seven kills and 14 
digs. Overall, the team made 42 kills, while Our Lady of the 
Lake had 12. 
This was Lowery’s first game as UTB/TSC’s head 
volleyball coach, but it was also eight of the players’ first 
time to play on the court as Scorpions.
“We have eight new people on the team and we’re still 
learning how to play together, so I think we’re going to get a 
lot better and it’s only going up from here,” Lowery said.
Seven of the new players come from Brazil. They speak 
Portuguese and a limited amount of English.
Asked if communicating with the players is a challenge, 
Lowery replied, “I have always had a bunch of international 
kids in the past, so I’m pretty used to it and volleyball is a 
common language that we speak, and when it comes to stuff 
on the court, sometimes you don’t even have to 
say anything.”
Brazilian outside hitter Luara Rosa said the 
language barrier she’s encountered has not 
affected her communication with the team.
“I like it because we have so many Brazilians 
in the team,” Rosa said in Portuguese. “I feel like 
I’m at home.”
The team began training for the season only 
two weeks before the opening game.
“They’re still learning [about] each other and 
that’s the biggest challenge we have,” Lowery 
said. “That’s going to take time. We probably 
won’t even get our stride until the middle of the 
season.”
However, the players are looking forward to 
the rest of the season and are hoping their hard 
work will push them to the finals.
“We have everything [we need] to get to the 
finals and be the champions,” Rosa said.
The Scorpions defeated Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University 3-0 later that day with 
scores of 25-11, 25-12 and 25-12. Last weekend, 
they played against the University of Mobile, 
Georgetown College, Ursuline College and 
tournament host Savannah College of Art and 
Design. Results were not available at press time.
The team is 2-0 and scheduled to play its first 
Red River Athletic Conference game Sept. 19 
against Our Lady of the Lake University.
Scorpion middle blocker Valquiria Caboclo returns the ball to Our Lady of the Lake 
players during the opening game of the season Aug. 22.
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By Cynthia Hernandez 
Staff Writer
The Sigma Psi Delta sorority and Mu Alpha Nu fraternity 
will host a three-day event they have dubbed “Greek 
Days.” 
The events run from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday and from 
noon to 2 p.m. Wednesday at the Gazebos, where members 
of the sorority and fraternity will educate students about 
Greek life. On Thursday, the organizations will host “Meet 
the Greeks” from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Student Union’s Salon 
Gardenia. 
This is the first year the organizations will host an event 
such as this. Peggy Sue Reyna, a junior education major 
and president of Sigma Psi Delta, said because UTB/TSC 
is a fairly young university there are not a lot of Greeks on 
campus and would like for that to change.
“We want to, you know, promote a positive experience 
to UTB and open it up especially down here,” Reyna said. 
“We dedicated these days to promoting Greek life, letting 
people know it’s not like the movies or what you see on TV. 
It’s not just party, party, party; it’s quite the opposite.”  
The 13-year-old sorority is the oldest local chapter on 
campus. Marcela Peña, a sophomore communication major 
and Sigma Psi Delta sister, said her organization is engaged 
on campus as well as in the Brownsville community.
“We just want girls who are hard workers, who are 
always there and they show their support by being at an 
event [or] getting up early to go clean up a highway at eight 
in the morning when they could be in bed,” Peña said. 
Mu Alpha Nu fraternity will co-host “Greek Days” 
alongside Sigma Psi Delta. The organization is new, and its 
members are eager to get their name out there.
“In all the prospects that we look for, the main goal is 
brotherhood, that’s what we are here for,” said Rolando 
Ocanas, a sophomore education major and Mu Alpha Nu 
brother. “Especially if they are incoming freshmen, I mean, 
being individuals, not knowing anybody coming into a 
university, it’s pretty daunting.”
Rolando Garza, a junior business major and president of 
Mu Alpha Nu, said the organization will be participating in 
community service and organizing fundraisers this year. 
Both organizations are conducting Rush, which is a 
semesterlong trial for prospective members.
For more information, send an e-mail to Sigma Psi Delta 
at angie.blankenship41@utb.edu, or to Mu Alpha Nu at 
mualphanu@yahoo.com.   
S t u d e n t s  r u s h i n g  t o  ‘ G r e e k  D a y s ’
By Julianna Sosa 
Collegian Editor
What does rock have to do with scorpions? No, not the 
poisonous ones and the rocks they hide under. It’s UTB/TSC 
Scorpions rocking on campus to the new Internet-based 
station, Sting Radio.
The station kicked off at 1 p.m. Aug. 24 with Twisted 
Sisters’ “I Want to Rock,” which was met with applause 
by nearly 50 students and staff members who stood in the 
Student Union veranda to watch the grand-opening ceremony 
of the student radio station.
Sting Radio has been in the works for several years.
“With the input and the vision of people on campus 
and in the community, we’ve made dreams happen,” said 
Mari Fuentes- Martin, dean of students and associate vice 
president for Student Affairs. “And we made this plan [from] 
five years ago a reality.”
In 2004, a student radio station was among the programs 
suggested by a Futures Commission task force focusing 
on student life issues. A couple of years later, a group of 
engineering students asked Fuentes-Martin if they could 
build a broadcast station.
“When the engineering students approached us in 2006, we 
created an informal committee of students, staff and faculty 
who met weekly for several months to study the feasibility 
of a radio station, to determine its technical needs to survey 
students and staff on their music preferences, and to work on 
the policies and procedures,” said Azenett Cornejo, director 
of Student Media.
The committee agreed that a traditional station was too 
costly, and opted for an Internet station, at least for now.
Station Manager Rigoberto Bocardo Jr., a sophomore 
psychology and sociology major, said the surveys found 
most respondents want to hear rock and pop music. 
Since Sting Radio is an Internet-based radio station, not 
only will students on campus get the opportunity to listen, 
but also those beyond the UTB/TSC campus.
“We must keep in mind that Sting Radio will have an 
audience that might extend to all the students still in high 
school who are aspiring to attend our university,” Bocardo 
said.  
Before the launch, the station staff discussed what the 
campus wants to hear.
“We did a lot of thinking about the format,” said Sonny 
Garcia, Student Media coordinator.  “[It] took us awhile to 
come up with exactly what we were going to do, decide what 
the students had in mind and what they would enjoy.” 
Other members of the radio staff are Music Director 
Albert Orozco, a sophomore communication major; News 
Director Michelle Serrano, a sophomore government major; 
and Underwriting Manager Craig Price, an English major. 
Many students present at the launch are excited about the 
new station.
“I’m so glad we have a radio station,” said Peggy Sue 
Reyna, a junior music major. “I think it’s a great way to get 




Sting Radio Music Director Albert Orozco mans the booth during the 
station’s grand-opening ceremony on Aug. 24.
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continued from Page 3
that a university is more than just a place where students 
come to take classes, but a place to also learn social justice 
and similar virtues. 
“It takes a universitywide commitment to build a culture 
of academic integrity in each of your classes,” García said. 
“Sometimes it may seem easier to sweep a minor offense 
under the rug or to become complacent. It takes time and 
it takes effort to report offenses, to investigate them and to 
then counsel and try to rehabilitate students.”
She advised faculty and staff to change passwords when 
told to do so and to talk to students to find out what is 
going on in the classroom and to reiterate the importance 
of academic integrity.
Finally, García informed the faculty and staff of some 
notable events that will take place this year.
UTB/TSC will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the TSC 
Endowment project and its success at 3 p.m. Sept. 17 in the 
Endowment Courtyard.
“Most importantly that foundation board has decided 
to continue the scholarship endowment program the same 
way it was originally envisioned because of the impact it 
has had,” García said. “Over 13,000 students have received 
scholarships from that endeavor. And the fund, despite the 
financial crisis, still has $6 million and is growing.”
And, because the Arts Center is being built faster than 
UTB/TSC can raise the funds for its construction, UTB/
TSC will “then start, within the next couple of months, a 
broader, communitywide effort to help raise money to hone 
in on gifts,” she said.
Another highlight for this fall semester is the 
Distinguished Lecture Series. George Friedman, author of 
“The Next 100 Year: A Forecast for the 21st Century,” will 
lecture at 10 a.m. Oct. 13.
Convocation 
continued from Page 6
KNOWLEDGE KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES.
CONSTITUTION DAY
YOUTUBE.com VIDEO CONTEST
Show us and the rest of the world what Constitution Day 
means to you for a chance to win $150!
 FOUR AWARD CATEGORIES:
  UTB/TSC Individual
  UTB/TSC Group
  K-12 Individual
  K-12 Group
CONTEST RULES:
1) Create and submit a video to  
     YouTube.com
2) Video must be no more than
     3 minutes in length
3) All work must be original, 
     non-copyrighted material 
     and relevant to the 
     Constitution Day theme
For more information, please contact UTB/TSC’s 
Dean of Students Office – Student Services Building, 882-5141.
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
The winners will be announced on Thursday, September 17, 2009, 
during the Constitution Day event that will be held at noon 
in the Student Union Gran Salon.
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT AN ENTRY:
Friday, September 11, 2009 @ 4 p.m.
the students more involved. Me and my sorority sisters are 
very excited and we already sent [Sting Radio] e-mails and 
we’re offering our support and will listen as often as we 
can.” 
Junior special education major Elisa Niño said, “It’s 
something that has been in the works for such a long time and 
everyone was anticipating it and now it actually launched, 
and I’m excited about it ’cause I love music.” 
Carmen Garcia received $300 for winning the radio 
station’s logo design contest. She was among three students 
who competed for the cash prize.
Volunteer DJs were also present during the inauguration 
and also are excited about their new projects. They include 
Juan Pacheco and Pete Conde.
To listen to Sting Radio, visit its Web site, www.
scorpionradio.com.
Radio
Continued from page 13
the issue, we studied it. But every 
year, we have to be reminded of 
what the effective rate and what 
it means to the taxpayers.  It was 
explained to us that the effective 
rate is not an increase. All it 
allows you to do is to regenerate 
the same money as you did the 
prior year.”
Campirano then made a 
motion to adopt the effective rate. 
Gonzalez seconded the motion, 
and it passed unanimously. 
Oliveira said the effective tax rate 
would be placed as the 2009 TSC 
District ad valorem tax rate on 
the board’s agenda for its regular 
meeting, held Thursday.
Unfurnished efficiency apartment 
with carport. All utilities 
included. $425 a month, plus 
deposit. Contact Viola Currier 
after 5 p.m. at 574-0698.
For Rent
Bryan Avila, a UTB/TSC alumnus, explains the services offered by Career Services to senior criminal justice major Estrella Galvan 
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Faculty, Students, Staff!
$400 per month/$49 per day 
www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
•Furnished, large rooms, 





•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month 
  agreement
•All utilities paid 
  (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 
  8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)
As you walk to class, you admire the 
campus, noticing the big trees, the flowers 
and even the birds singing.
Then you look down at the sidewalk, and 
what you see is not pretty: cigarette butts.
But an organization is doing something 
about it.
Healthy Communities of Brownsville 
has been awarded a $1,500 grant from 
Keep America Beautiful to participate in 
the Cigarette Litter Prevention Program.
“We are supposed to go out into 
the communities or the community of 
Brownsville and figure out if we have a 
cigarette butt problem,” said Rose Timmer, 
interim executive director of Healthy 
Communities. 
The center has completed three scans, so 
far, to determine whether UTB/TSC has a 
cigarette litter problem. 
The first scan was conducted in the 
Endowment Courtyard, a popular hangout 
where students smoke.
“Sure enough, just by walking through 
it, I found that there was over 100 cigarette 
butts,” Timmer said. “It was determined 
that we did have a problem.”
A group of 12 volunteers that consists 
of UTB/TSC students and community 
members picked up 4,210 cigarette butts 
during July.
The second pickup was completed a week 
before students returned to the university 
this semester.
A total of 897 cigarette butts were 
counted then.
Ismael Lemus, a sophomore respiratory 
therapy major, is a volunteer who has 
helped the community since May.
“I think each helping hand makes a 
difference and a cleaner world means a 
healthier environment for everybody,” 
Lemus said.
High school volunteer Emmanuel 
Garza believes the university has a litter 
problem.
“Yeah, I do,” Garza said, “there are a lot 
[of cigarette butts].” 
Timmer said many smokers don’t realize 
the problems they cause to the environment 
by throwing their cigarette butts on the 
street.
“It is a litter problem and it’s a very 
hazardous litter problem because cigarettes 
have a lot of chemicals in them,” she said. 
“They get blown into the gutter and even 
when we get rain or the gutter machine 
sweeps the gutters, they go into the drainage 
and those drainages go into our resacas.”
The Keep America Beautiful Web site 
says 18 percent of all littered items end up 
in streams and waterways as pollution.
Now that the cigarette butts have been 
collected, Timmer plans to contact Keep 
Texas Beautiful for instructions on how to 
dispose of them.
“It’s a problem and I don’t know what to 
do with them,” she said. “There’s got to be 
a way to get rid of them so that they won’t 
hurt the environment.” 
Timmer also said that there is a lack of 
ashtrays on campus.
“The kids are smoking and they are 
actually dropping their cigarette butts 
where the bushes are, the walkways,” she 
said. “They have no place to put them.” 
Healthy Communities is planning 
a campaign to make students and the 
community aware about the health and 
litter problem. 
Besides presenting students with ways 
of disposing of their cigarette butts, pocket 
ashtrays will be handed out so that smokers 
can carry their cigarette butts and dispose 
of them in a proper receptacle.
“We will also do a survey,” Timmer said, 
“basically, talk about littering, plastic bags, 
recycling. We want to know if there is an 
interest in [recycling].” 
Healthy Communities of Brownsville 
is a nonprofit grass-roots community 
organization dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for the residents of 
Brownsville. The organization has more 
than 150 volunteers. 
“We all do different things, some of 
us are into health, some of us are into 
educating, mentoring, some of us are into 
the environment,” Timmer said.
Healthy Communities has an office at 
the School of Public Health-Brownsville 
Regional Campus, but is not part of the 
university.
“Dr. [Joseph] McCormick [regional 
dean of the University of Texas School of 
Public Health] provided us with an office; 
we were lucky enough that they provided 
us with space. We work with them with 
everything regarding keeping Brownsville 
healthy and beautiful,” Timmer said. 
If you are interested in volunteering, 
visit www.healthybrownsville.org or call 
Timmer at 882-5067.




Volunteers for Healthy Communities of Brownsville have picked up more than 5,000 cigarette butts on campus 
as part of the Cigarette Litter Prevention Program.
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          I have incorporated MyUTBTSC online 
tools in my Introduction to Psychology including 
online class notes, online quizzes, lab 
simulations, web links and study aids to help 
students to be successful in a challenging course. 
Our department also uses MyUTBTSC to 
provide a one-hour orientation course for all our 
psychology majors.  The online content is 
accessible to students with all kinds of schedules.  
It gets everyone started with the right 
background of library research skills, 
professional awareness and ethics that they will 
need to be successful in their major.
Dr. William C. Davis
Behavioral Sciences
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE AND TEXAS SOUTHMOST COLLEGE
UTB/TSC use of MyUTBTSC online tools for student success.
14 Online Programs offered by UTB/TSC Colleges and Schools:
College of Education 
Dr. Miguel Angel Escotet, Dean
Master in Education in Educational Technology, 
Master Technology Teacher (MTT), 
e-Learning Certificate. 
College of Applied Technology and General Studies 
Dr. Peter B. Gawenda, Dean
Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences (BAAS) 
BAAS in Legal Studies, 
BAAS in Business Technology,
BAAS in Interdisciplinary Studies,
Bachelor of Applied Technology (BAT) 
BAT in Computer Information Systems Technology,  
BAT in Health Services Technology, 
BAT in Workforce Leadership and Supervision.
School of Health Sciences 
Dr. Eldon Nelson, Dean
Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing,
Polysomnography Advanced Certification.
College of Mathematics, Science, and Technology 
Dr. Mikhail Bounaiev, Dean
Master in Mathematics with emphasis on Distance Learning.
College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Daniel Heimmermann, Dean
Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice.
School of Business 
Dr. Hugh M. Shane, Dean
Master in Business Administration.
3,375 UTB/TSC students taking at least one Online Course
189 Undergraduate and Graduate Online Course Sections
 offered by UTB/TSC Departments:
FALL 2009 UTB/TSC ONLINE COURSES & PROGRAMS:
Allied Health, Applied Business Technology, Bachelor of Applied Technology 
(BAT), Business Administration, Computer and Information Sciences, 
Criminal Justice, Curriculum & Instruction, English, Communication, 
Government, Kinesiology, Mathematics, Modern Languages, 
Nursing and School Specialties.
Find MyUTBTSC on www.utb.edu
For your password cal l
ITS Help Desk
helpdesk@utb.edu
882-4357
